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As most of you know, I grew up in the Pentecostal movement, accepted the call to preach 

at age of 15, and spent 18 years serving as a minister in the Pentecostal movement. I am 

often greeted as I travel conducting Revival Series with this comment: “I hear you used to 

be Pentecostal” … To which I softly respond with a smile, “I still am, aren’t you?” You see, 

to me personally, being Pentecostal is not a denomination; being Pentecostal is a lifestyle 

that recognizes the importance of being filled with the early and latter rain of God’s 

Sweet Spirit so that both the fruits of the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit may operate 

through me to bring honor to my Heavenly Father and serve as an invitation to others to 

allow Jesus to be Savior and Lord in one’s life. 

What I am about to write is not meant to be critical or judgmental, but is shared out of a 

deep concern that is couched in the emphasis of Jesus regarding the great 

commandment and the second commandment that is like unto it: Love for God and love 

for others. (Matthew 22:36-40). 

Recently, an invitation from Pope Francis was sent to Kenneth Copeland, a leader in the 

Charismatic Movement, and delivered to him by Tony Palmer, an Anglican Episcopal 

priest whose vision is to bring about unity among all Christians through the Charismatic 

Renewal Movement. You may have seen the video on Facebook or on other sites. 

Again, it is not the intent of this writing to be critical or judgmental, but I wept in my spirit 

when I listened to the presentation. There were many caution flags that were raised, but I 

want to highlight just one. 

In addressing Pentecostal and Charismatic leaders at the conference being hosted by 

Kenneth Copeland, Tony Palmer (before showing the video invitation from Pope Francis) 

made the following statement: It is the glory that glues us together, and not the doctrine 

… The glory is all we need because God will sort out all our doctrines when we get 

upstairs (referring to Heaven). 

My dear friends, this is totally against what I was taught growing up in the Pentecostal 

Movement and at a Pentecostal college and seminary. But even more importantly, it is 

totally against what the Bible still teaches: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for doctrine … That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 

unto all good works.” (II Timothy 3:16,17). 



Oh how well I remember the weeping of the elderly president of the Pentecostal 

seminary where I studied, as he pleaded with us young Pentecostal Christians as did Paul 

with his son-in-the-faith: Timothy, “… Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 

doctrine … Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing 

this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.” (I Timothy 4:13-16). 

Why was it so imperative that Timothy pay attention to doctrine then, and not wait until 

he got to Heaven for God to sort it out … Why is it still so imperative that you and I pay 

attention to doctrine now, and not wait until we get to Heaven for God to sort it out? 

Because, as Paul emphatically stated under inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit, our salvation 

and the salvation of others is dependent on our giving attendance to doctrine … our 

salvation and the salvation of others is dependent on our taking heed unto doctrine.  

There was a clear warning sounded to Timothy and it is a clear warning that needs to be 

sounded in our generation regarding this principle: Only as we pay attention to doctrine 

and take heed to doctrine will we be spared the delusion of end-time certainty: “Now the 

Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 

heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 

conscience seared with a hot iron.” (I Timothy 4:1,2). 

Paul affirmed to Timothy a predominant characteristic of a good minister of Jesus Christ, 

and please note that it is not the person who places emphasis on getting our doctrine 

sorted out upstairs in Heaven, but it is the person who places emphasis on having it 

sorted out on this earth … it can be and must be attained unto now. “If thou put the 

brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, 

nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.” (I 

Timothy 4:6). 

The message delivered through Tony Palmer was one of allowing love to supersede our 

differences and allow the glory to glue us together and not the doctrine … And this 

message will continue to intensify as we step closer and closer to the Second Coming of 

Jesus. 

But as for us, let us resolve to allow God’s Word to be the glue and God’s Word tells us 

that the Holy Spirit never has, does not now, and never will violate the Word. I pray that 

the message from the gracious lips of Jesus will become a cornerstone in our foundation: 

“Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall 



not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew 

you things to come.” (John 16:13). 

Should doctrine matter? 

 Does it matter if we bow to statues? 

 Does it matter if Mary is taught to be a co-mediator with Christ? 

 Does it matter if confession is made to priests? 

 Does it matter that purgatory is taught to be a place for some souls? 

 Does it matter that infants are baptized before reaching the age of knowing what 

they are doing? 

 Does it matter, etc … Does it matter, etc … Does it matter, etc? 

Let us determine, individually and collectively, to resound loud and long, “Yes, doctrine 

does matter.” 

Let us adopt, individually and collectively, the attitude of Moses and allow God’s Sweet 

Spirit to apply it to our generation … the generation that is living in the latter times: “Give 

ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. My 

doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon 

the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: Because I will publish the name of the 

Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect: for all His 

ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He.” 

(Deuteronomy 32:1-1). 

For the Cause Of Heaven, 

Dan Jarrard 


