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Who May Participate—The Church practices open communion. All who have committed 
their lives to the Savior may participate. Children learn the significance of the service by 
observing others participating. After receiv- ing formal instruction in baptismal classes 
and making their commitment to Jesus in baptism, they are thereby prepared to partake in 
the service them- selves.

“Christ’s example forbids exclusiveness at the Lord’s Supper. It is true that open sin 
excludes the guilty. This the Holy Spirit plainly teaches. 1 Cor. 5:11. But beyond this 
none are to pass judgment. God has not left it with men to say who shall present 
themselves on these occasions. For who can read the heart? Who can distinguish the tares 
from the wheat? ‘Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup.’ For ‘whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, 
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.’ ‘He that eateth and drin- 
keth unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
body.’ 1 Cor. 11:28, 27, 29. . . . There may come into the com- pany persons who are not 
in heart servants of truth and holiness, but who may wish to take part in the service. They 
should not be forbidden. There are witnesses present who were present when Jesus 
washed the feet of the disciples and of Judas. More than human eyes beheld the scene.”—
DA 656.

Every Member Should Attend—“None should exclude themselves from the Communion 
because some who are unworthy may be present. Every disciple is called upon to 
participate publicly, and thus bear witness that he accepts Christ as a personal Savior. It is 
at these, His own appointments, that Christ meets His people, and energizes them by His 
presence. Hearts and hands that are unworthy may even administer the ordinance, yet 
Christ is there to minister to His children. All who come with their faith fixed upon Him 
will be greatly blessed. All who neglect these seasons of divine privilege will suffer loss. 
Of them it may appropriately be said, ‘Ye are not all clean.’”—DA 656.

Who May Conduct the Communion Service—The communion service is to be 
conducted by an ordained pastor or an ordained elder. Deacons, al- though ordained, 
cannot conduct the service.

Communion for Those Who Cannot Attend—If members are ill or can- not for other 
reasons attend the communion service, the pastor or elder, pos- sibly accompanied and 
assisted by a deacon or deaconess, may conduct a special service in their homes.


